
Serial dilutions are 
made from patient 
serum and mixed 
with viral 
suspension. 
Concentration of 
the viral suspension 
remains constant• 

Antibody-containing 
patient serum 
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Viral•suspension 
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I 
Cell monolayer + viral 

I 
I I 
I suspension+ serum is covered I 
I with agar and incubated for I 
T several days T 

Virus and antibody-containing 
serum is allowed to incubate 
before being plated on mono­
layer host cells 

Viral 
suspension 
only 

(same 
concentration 
as in serial 
dilutions) 
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Dilution at which antibody concentration is 
able to reduce plaque formation by 50% is 
known as the PRNT50. Indicates that antibod­
ies exist in the patient that are able to neu­
tralize further viral activity 




